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Tining Concrete Pavement

A large part of the traveling public’s perception of quality is based on the appearance of the finished pavement. The appearance of the tining on a few recently constructed projects is unsightly and unacceptable because it is not parallel to longitudinal joint and varies in depth. 

Subsection 412.12(d) of the Standard Specifications requires that the tining shall:

· Produce grooves of 3 mm (1/8 inch) by 3 mm (1/8 inch) spaced 20 mm (3/4 inch) and parallel to the longitudinal joint 

· Not be performed too early whereby the grooves may close up

Prior to paving, the specification also requires that the Contractor provide in writing a tining plan for approval of the Engineer. The tining plan must address how small hand pours will be tined. 

A Joint CDOT/ACPA Taskforce developed the following instructions. While the instructions are not specification requirements, the Taskforce believes that implementation of these instructions is in the best interests of both CDOT and the Concrete Paving Industry.

The concrete paving operation shall be immediately stopped and not resume until the problem has been resolved any time the tining is not:

· Parallel to the longitudinal joint

· Uniform in depth and within the specification requirements

· Neat in appearance 

CDOT personnel should pay particular attention to the location and appearance of the tining being done by hand on small pours.

Although the specifications do not currently require it, the tining should be accomplished by equipment with horizontal and vertical string line controls to ensure that the tining is parallel to centerline and uniform in depth. It is very difficult to obtain tining that has an acceptable appearance with out this automatic horizontal and vertical control and the Contractor should be encouraged to operate in this manner.
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